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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1911 Excerpt: . . . of Syria, Padan-Aram, consists of this great level plain. Here Laban lived and hither
Jacob came and tended Labans flocks. 5. During Old Testament times, Damascus was the capital city of Syria.
Damascus is one of the oldest cities in the world. It is at the foot of snowy Mt. Hermon, where the sparkling
mountain river Abana suddenly bursts through the open country, and scatters into small streams, creating a
paradise of grassy banks and gardens. Damascus is said to have been founded by the son of Aram. It is first
mentioned in Scripture in connection with Abrahams steward, who was a native of the place (Gen. 15: 2. ) It was
the capital of the kings of Syria, who were almost continually engaged in wars with the kings of Israel and
Judah. King David subdued Damascus, but it regained its independence and fought against Israel under its
kings Benhadad and Hazael. Elisha the prophet visited Benhadad, and wept because of the evil that would be
wrought upon Israel by Hazael. And you remember how Naaman, captain of the army of Syria, was cured of
his leprosy by obeying the command of EHsha. 6. Damascus has always been a trade centre, and caravans
from Egypt passed to Palmyra and the river Euphrates. The Apostle Paul was converted outside of its walls. In it
was the street called Straight, and the house of Ananias, and here St. Paul was let down over the walls in a
basket....
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